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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

GEOLOGIC AND HYDROLOGIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR VARIOUS CONCEPTS
OF HIGH-LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE DISPOSAL IN
CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES

By

E. B. Ekren, G. A. Dinwiddie, J. W. Mytton,
William Thordarson, J. E. Weir, Jr.,
E. N. Hinrichs, and L. J. Schroder

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this investigation is to evaluate and identify
which geohydrologic environments in conterminous United States are best
suited for various concepts or methods of underground disposal of high-
level radioactive wastes and to establish geologic and hydrolegic
criteria that are pertinent to high-level waste disposal. The unproven
methods of dispesal include (1) a very deep drill hele (30,000-50,000 ft
or 9,140~15,240 m), (2) a matrix of (an array of multiple) drill holes
(1,000-20,000 ft or 305~6,100 m), (3) a mined chamber (1,000-10,000 ft
or 305~3,050 m), (4) a cavity with separate manmade structures (1,000~
10,000 ft or 305-3,050 m), and (5) an exploded cavity (2,000-20,000 ft
or 610~6,100 m).

The geohydrologic investigation is made on the presumption that
the concepts or methods of disposal are technically feasible. Field
and laboratory experiments in the future may demonstrate whether or
not any of the methods are practical and safe., All the conclusions
drawn are tentative pending experimental confirmation. The investigation
focuses principally on the geohydrologic possibilities of several
methods of disposal in rocks other than salt. Disposal in mined chambers
in salt is currently under field investigation, and this disposal methaod
has been intensely investigated and evaluated by various workers under
the sponsorship of the Atomic Energy Commission.

0f the various geohydrologic factors that must be considered in
the selection of optimum waste-disposal sites, the most important is
hydrologic isolation to assure that the wastes will be safely contained
within a small radius of the emplacement zone. To achieve this degree
of hydrologic isolation, the host rock for the wastes must have very
low permeability and the site must be virtually free of faults. In

(1)



addition, the locality should be in (1) an area of low seismic 1isk
where the possibility of large earthquakes rupturing the emplacement
zone is very low, (2) where the possibility of flooding by sea-level
rise is very low, (3) where a possible return of glacial cr pluvial
climate will not cause potentially hazardous changes in surface- ox
ground-water regimens, and (4) where danger of exhumation by erosion
is nil. The geographic lccation for an optimum site is one that is far
removed from major drainages, lakes, and oceans, where population
density is low, and where the topographic relief is gentle in order to
avold steep surface-water drainage gradients that would allow rapid
distriburion of contaminants in case of accident.

The most suitable medium for the unproven deep drilil-hole,
matrix-holes, and exploded-cavity methods appears to be crystailine
rocks, either intrusive ignecus or metamorphic because of their
potentially low permeabilities and high mechanical strengths., Salr
{either in thick beds or stable domes), tuff, and possibly shale appear
to be suitable for mined chambers and cavities with separate manmade
structures. Salt appears to be suitable because of its very low
permeability, high thermal conductivity, and natural plasticity. Tuff
and shale appear suitable because of their very low permeabilities and
high ion-exchange capacities. Sedimentary rocks cother than shale and
volcanic rocks, exclusive of tuff, are considered to be generally
unsuitable for waste emplacement because of their potentially high
permeabilities.

Areas that appear to satisfy most gechydrologic requirements for
the deep drill hole and the matrix holes include principally (1) the
stable continental interior where the sedimentary cover is thin ox
absent, (2) the shield area of the North-Central States, and (3) the
metamorphic belt of Eastern United States-~-primarily the Piedmonct.

These areas are possibly suitable also for the expleded cavity and the
mined chamber because the possibility of finding rock with very low
permeability at depths from 1,000% feet (305+ m) to 20,000 feet (6,100 m)
appears to be high.

The Basin and Range province of Western United States, particularly
the Great Basin exclusive of seismic-~risk zome 3, appears tc have
potential for mined chambers above deep water tables in tuff, shale, or
argillite. In addition, some granitic stocks, for example the Climax
stock at Nevada Test Site, may be suitable for matrix holes, mined
chambers, and exploded cavities.

Other parts of the United States which have rocks and terrains
possibly suitable for scme of the disposal methods include the
sedimentary basins in the continental interior and coastal plain that
contain salt--principally for mined chambers or exploded cavities at
depths of about 3,000 feet (910 m) or less (the natural plasticity of
salt appears to rule out disposal at greater depths). The preferred



environments for salt emplacement are those wheve oil and gas potential
is low and where no important aquifers are present above the salt bed
or stable dome. Using shale for waste disposal in the sedimentary
basins appears to be hazardous because most shale contains thin
permeable interbeds of sandstone and limestone that could serve as
passageways for contaminated ground water to reach aquifers and oil

and gas reservoirs, The possibility exists that saturated shale below
depths of about 7,000 feet (2,130 m) has such low permeability that it
could safely contain the wastes,; but this remains to be demcmstrated by
exploratory drilling and extensiwve hydrauliec testing. The greatest
potential for using shale for waste disposal is in arid and semiarid
parts of the United States where chambers can be mined well abowve
existing water tables.

Areas considered to be unsuitable for waste disposal are those
where seismic risk is high, where possible sea-level rise would inundate
potential sites, where high topographic relief coincides with high
frequency of faults, where there are unfavorable ground-water conditions,
and where no suitable rocks are known to be present to depths of
20,000 feet (6,100 m) or more, and where these strata either centain
large volumes of ground water or have high oil and gas potential.

Geohydrologic environments that are concluded to be potentially
suitable for waste disposal in this investigation should be further
evaluated at State- and county-wide levels in order to pinpoint the
most suitable locations. The localities should then be (1) mapped in
detail and seismically monitored to delineate active fault zones and
areas of crustal unrest, (2) surveved by geophysical techniques (where
applicable) to locate buried faults and to better define subsurface
conditions, and (3) drilled and hydraulically tested to locate the
zones having the lowest permeabilities. Finally, the drill core should
be analyzed physically and chemically in order to predict the nature
of the rock-waste interaction.

INTRODUCTION

Purpose and scecpe of investigation

In late 1972, the U.S. Geological Survey was requested by the
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, Division of Waste Management and
Transportation, to participate in a study of potential alternative means
for long~term management of high—-lewel radioactive waste being performed
for the AEC by the Pacific Northwest Laboratories of Battelle Memorial

Institute (BNW). The purpose of the Survey participation would be to



evaluate the geohydrologic possibilities of placing high-level wastes

in geoclogic formations in terrestial locations; principally, to consider
placement in formations other than salt. Geologic disposal in mined
chambers in bedded salt deposits is, at present, under study by the

Oak Ridge National Laboratory for the Atomic Energy Commission.

The contract that was agreed upon between the Atcmic Energy
Commission and the U.S. Geological Survey specified thatr the USGS
part of the study should consider emplacement of wastes in:

a. A very deep drill hole (30,000-50,000 ft, or 9,140-15,240 m
deep) for solid or liquid wastes;

b. A matrix (geometric array) of shallow to moderate~depth
drill holes (muitiple holes 1,000-20,000 ft, or 305-6,100 m deep) for
solid wastes;

c. Shallow depth mined chambers (1,000-10,000 ft, or 305-3,050 =
deep) for solid or liquid wastes;

d. Cavities with separate manmade structures {(1,000-10,000 ft,
or 305-3,050 m deep) for solid wastes; and

e. Exploded cavities (2,000-20,000 ft, or 610-6,100 m deep) for
liquid wastes.

The methods of disposal of high-level radicactive waste listed
above were conceived by BNW. Field and laboratory experiments and
pilot studies in the future may demonstrate whether or not any of the
disposal methods are practical and safe. The USGS study is based on the
presumption that the modes are technically feasible, but all the

conclusions drawn are tentative pending experimental confirmation.



The contract specified that the USGS report should establish for
the various modes of disposal:

(1) Geohydrologic criteria.

(2) Preferred geohydrologic environments (report shall include
a discussion of why other environments are less preferable).

(3) Specific geologic and hydrologic problems that may be
encountered within the preferred environments including:

(a) State-of-the-art in terms of geologic and hydrologic
knowledge.

(b) Research and development, including field exploration
needed to solve specific geohydrologic problems.

(4) General distribution and number of preferred environments.
Specific sites shall not be evaluated in this initial phase of the
study, although some examples of the types of preferred environments
shall be identified.

(5) Summary and conclusioms.

In addition to the above major items, the contract specified
that the final report should include the following:

1. Overall description of Earth systems.

2. Geologic characteristics/descriptions of lithology
and geochronology.

3. Hydrologic considerations (including above-versus-below
saturated zone).

4. Physiographic considerations.

5. Geotectonic considerations.

6. Geochemical considerations.



7. Continental glaciation.
8. Climate consideratioms.
9., Résumé of preferred geologic/hydrologic and related characteristics.

10. A list of selected properties of important rccks which are

pertinent to waste disposal (for example, thermal conductivity, specific
heat, permeability, strength, and so forth).

11. Seismic risk and (or) earthquake map(s) within the U.S.A.

12. Simplified rock distribution map{s) within the U.S.A. fox
important waste disposal.

13. Favorability maps may be included.

14. A good list of key references.

15. A glossary of geohydrologic terms used in the report.

The contract alsc specified that parts of the USGS report would
be used within the framework of a larger report by BNW. The larger
report by BNW contains descripticns of the systems requirements for
waste management including drilling modes, cooling techniques for
solid and (or) liquid wastes, vapor processing, types of drill hole,
types of hole completion, and other management considerations. Other
topics discussed by BNW include detailed descriptions of the dispesal
methods listed above and also others, technical feasibility of the
methods, safety methodclogy, anticipated period of required isclation
of wastes, research and development requirements, general environmental

impact, heat sources, heat-transfer problems, and geochemical considerations.



The geochemical considerations outlined by BNW include a brief
discussion of waste and rock interaction, leaching rates, and transport
characteristics of some radionuclides. The USGS report confines itself
to ion—-exchange characteristics of a few selected chemical species
and rock types. The transport characteristics of plutonium and other
transuranic isotopes are not discussed because these are not fully
understood and must be evaluated by field and laboratory investigations.

Some basic assumptions, in addition to presuming that the modes
are technically feasible, had to be made in order to proceed with the
study. The assumptions include: (1) that the wastes can be made
chemically compatible with the host environment, (2) that injection
pressures of liquid wastes will not cause hydrofracturing of the host
rock, (3) that the final waste form is a solid, regardless of phase
during emplacement, and (4) that a plant on the site can operate for
a period of some 25 years in producing, processing, and handling the
wastes without releasing hazardous constituents to man's environment.

The disposal of wastes considered in this report requires that
the wastes be isolated from man's environment for a period of 1 m.y.
(million years). This requirement was set by BNW and is based on the
anticipated dangerous life of some of the constituents of the wastes,
principally the transuranium isotopes.

The term "disposal' as used in this investigation is defined by
Rubin (1972) as '"planned emplacement of radioactive materials without

2 " o P
any intent to recover them. The term "storage," in contrast, is

applied to those concepts of waste management whereby retrieval is



intended and is within the realm of available technclogy (Rubin, 1972).
From the standpoint of geology and hydrology, the cavity with separate
manmade structures (item d, above) for permanent disposal of waste
must be considered as equivalent to a shallow-depth mined chamber.
This is because of the impossibility of predicting what the long-term
{1 m.y.) effect of the waste products on the structure will be and
how long any manmade structure can withstand the ravages of geologic
processes through time.

The following geohydrologic environments will be briefily
described and evaluated: (1) sedimentary basins, (2) complexly folded
mountain belts, (3) areas of intrusive igneous and metamorphic rocks,
(4) areas of gently folded volcanic terranes, (5) Colorado Plateau
and central interior areas exclusive of basins, and (6) Basin and
Range province. Within each environment the principal roccks will be
evaluated in terms of apparent ability to satisfy required conditions
for each proposed but untested waste-disposal method. The deteirmination
of suitability is based mainly on our evaluation of the ability of
the rocks in the various environments to effectively "contain" the
waste products. The term "contain" as used herein denctes the ability
of a rock to limit the movement of radionuclides to an acceptable
radius of the disposal site-—a radius that precludes contaminating man's
environment for a period of about 1 m.y.

The disposal of wastes is a special problem in each environment,
and the occurrence of suitable rock types and favorable local geohydrologic

conditions will dictate whether a particular area is suitable for waste



disposal. However, the general and very basic considerations listed
in the contract specifications must be evaluated for all sites and for
any disposal method. The most important of these considerations are:
(1) hydrology, (2) possible climatic changes, (3) effects of ercsiom
and rates of denudation, (4) long-term tectonic effects, and (5) seismic
risk and its bearing on site selection. These considerations and the
various rocks that could be used for waste disposal are briefly
discussed and evaluated in the Appendixes. Additional information
can be obtained from standard geologic, hydrologic, seismic, and
climatologic textbooks.

In the discussion that follows, specialized geoclogic and
hydrologic terms are kept to a minimum. Those used are defined in a

glossary of geohydrologic terms in Appendix D.

Previous studies

Under the sponsorship of the Atomic Energy Commission, many
studies concerning the feasibility of radicactive-waste storage or
disposal have been made. Because of the short time (sbout 7 weeks)
allowed for the basic USGS report, a comprehensive review of all
existing literature on the subject of terrestial waste disposal could
nct be made and, undoubtedly, many studies have been overlooked. Most
previous work, however, has been oriented toward the feasibility of
injecting liquid wastes deep into the ground. Clebsch and Baltz (1967}
review the progress in the United States toward deep-well disposal.
This technique requires formations that are sufficiently porous and

permeable to receive large quantities of waste. These formations are



found principally in deep sedimentary basins. The possibiiity cf
disposal in such basins has been reviewed by Galley (1968).

Repenning (1959, 1961), deWitt (1961), Love and Hoover (1961), Colton
(1962), Beikman (1962), LeGrand (1962), Sandberg (1962, 1966), and
MacLachlan (1964) describe various basins and their stratigraphy-
Additional reviews have been made by the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists (1964, 1972).

The possibility of using salt beds or domes for storage and
disposal has been reviewed by the National Academy of Science® National
Research Council (1970), Anderson, Eargle, and Dawvis (1973), Hite and
Lohman (1973), Gera and Jacobs (1972), Gera (1972), and Brokaw, Jones,
Cooley, and Hays (1972). These reports contain a host of many
additional pertinent references. The potential for using crystalline
rocks at the AEC Savannah Plant in South Carclina for dispesal of
wastes has been described by Proctor and Marine (1965), Parker (1969},
and Christl (1964). Birch (1958), Skibitzke (1957), and Nace (1960)
consider the thermal factors that bear on the problem of deep waste
disposal. Theis (1955, 1956b, and 1959) and Piper (1969} consider
various problems concerning waste disposal in a hydrologic environment.
Many other pertinent references can be found in an annotated

bibliography prepared by Rima, Chase, and Myers (1971).
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ANALYSIS OF GEOLOGIC AND HYDROLOGIC FACTORS AFFECTING
EACH DISPOSAL CONCEPT

All the concepts for disposal of radioactive wastes considered in
this report require that the wastes be completely isolated from man's
environment for a period of about 1 m.y. To achieve this, many
requirements have to be met, and, although the disposal methods are
similar in many ways (all entail emplacement of wastes at some depth
within the ground), they nevertheless differ sufficiently that the
best location for one mode of disposal may not necessarily be the
best location for another. The purpose of this part of the report is
to outline geologic and hydrologic environments that appear to provide
required conditions for each disposal method and to outline reasons

why a certain environment(s) may be more suitable than others.

Deep drill hole (30,000~50,000 ft or 9,140-15,240 m)

Geologic and hydrologic setting

Because of the great depth involved in this method and the
great physical separation of wastes from man's environment that it
will provide, it seemingly matters little what climatic or other
changes might eventually occur that could affect surface conditioms.
The principal geohydrologic requirement is the necessity for a fairly
thick sequence of rock having very low permeability to occur at some
depth within the 30,000-50,000-foot (9,140-15,240-m) deep hole,
preferably below a depth of about 25,000 feet (7,620 m), to achieve

maximum vertical isolation. This requirement can be found in a

11



variety of terranes, but the preferred setting is one where homogeneous,
low permeability, metamorphic, and intrusive igneous rocks (Appendixes B
and C) persist from on or near the surface to great depths. Deep
sedimentary basins of interbedded rocks having varying degrees of
permeability are generally not suitable for this method because of the
great potential for contaminating regional aquifers and (or) oil-bearing
strata by lateral and (or) vertical movements of contaminated ground
water.

If actual field experiments demonstrate that after the wastes
are emplaced the hole can be effectively and permanently sealed,
then the upper several thousand feet (a few thousand metres) of strata
above the waste emplacement zone can be safely ignored regardless
of its characteristics. This would allow the use of many parts of
the United States that are mantled by thin (5,000% ft or 1,520+ m)
layers of permeable sedimentary rocks but are underlain by metamorphic
or igneous rocks having very low permeabilities, provided that other
requirements are satisfied (see below).

The conclusion that metamorphic rocks beneath a thin sedimentary
cover might be suitable for high-level waste disposal is based on
studies at the Savannah River Plant near Aiken, S. C., and the
knowledge that some deep mines in crystalline rocks, for example, at
Sudbury, Ontario, and in Michigan, are extremely dry in their lower
levels (Appendixes B and C). According to Proctor and Marine (1965),
Parker (1969), and Christl (1964), disposal of high-level wastes

at depths of 1,300-1,700 feet (400-520 m) beneath the surface at the

12



Savannah Plant is technically feasible because the basement (crystalline)
rocks have very low permeability, and a layer of clay between the
basement rocks and the sedimentary rock would serve as a barrier
that would prevent the upward migration of the radionuclides.
Proctor and Marine (1965) feel that the radionuclides would be
confined to a radius well within the plant boundaries for a period
much greater than the 600~year period required to render the wastes
innocuous. It seems possible that at depths greater than 5,000 feet
(1,520 m) at Savannah, S. C., and in other areas, especially in

the stable continental interior, crystalline rocks would have even
less permeability than that encountered at the shallow depths
considered at Savannah.

An important consideration if liquid wastes are emplaced in the
drill hole is whether or not extensive fractures will develop as a
result of the expansion of molten rock owing to radiogenic heat.

Such fracturing may not extend far into the medium but could,
nevertheless, result in leakage to adjacent, possibly permeable,
saturated zones. Field experiments must be performed prior to any
attempt to inject liquid high-level wastes into crystalline rocks

to determine the extent and nature of possible fracturing, and also

to determine precisely the potential for geysering that might result
from the buildup of heat after final sealing of the drill hole.
Conductivities of the crystalline rocks are comparable to that of salt
(Appendix C). Birch (1958), Skibitzke (1961), and Nace (1960) consider
the thermal factors that bear on the problem of waste liquid injected

into a deep formation.
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Areas of high heat flow such as coastal California, the Basin
and Range province, and Columbia Plateau (including the Snake
River Plain) must be regarded as less suitable for the deep drill
hole than areas of normal flow. Volcanic activity has occurred in
all these areas in the past few million years, and, locally,
molten rock may even exist at levels considerably above 49,200 feet

(15,000 m) (Tuttle and Bowen, 1958).

Seismicity and faults

Crustal stability is of extreme importance when evaluating
terranes for any waste—disposal method. For deep drill hole disposal
the greatest threat to safety, assuming that the wastes are emplaced
in suitable media, is the possibility of fault movements rupturing
the contaminated zone in or near the waste column and creating
passageways for ground water to carry contaminants to the surface.
In addition to this obvious hazard there is a dire need for crustal
stability in order to even drill such a hole. Even moderate
earthquakes, if in close proximity to the drill hole, could cause
the loss of the hole. Therefore, all areas of seismic risk zone 3
(for definitions of seismic risk, see Appendix B) must be precluded
from deep drill hole consideration, and the selection of sites in
other seismic zones must await seismic monitoring and detailed
geologic and geophysical mapping to establish the existence of

fault systems and the locations of seismically active zones.
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The emplacement zone of the hole must be free of faulte, whether
currently active or not, because most faults provide potential avenues
for fluid movement. Apparently, great depth does not necessarily
guarantee that faults and fractures will be closed and healed despite
the knowledge that porosity and permeability generally diminish with
depth (McCulloh, 1967) (fig. l). Hydrologic testing at Nevada Test Site
reveals that fractures have low to moderate permeability (see Appendix B)
at least to 13,686 feet (4,170 m) (Blankennagel and Weir, 1973), and
fractures below 20,000 feet (6,100 m) in the Ralph Lowe Estate drill hole
in the Delaware basin of Pecos County in Texas were found to be permeable
(H. N. Frenzel, written commun., 1973). Potential sites must also be
carefully evaluated to ascertain the possible presence of buried faults

adjacent to the drill hole site.

Geographic setting

A site for deep drill hole disposal should be (1) as far removed
from oceans and major lakes and streams as is practicable to keep the
transit time of contaminants into man's environment as long as possible
in case of accident during transport, loading, or emplacement of wastes$
(2) the site locality should be as far removed from human population
centers as is practicablej and (3) the site should be in as gentle
terrain as possible in order to avoid steep drainage gradients that

would allow rapid distribution of contaminants in case of accident.
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Figure 1.--Total porosities of sedimentary rocks versus depth.
Modified from McCulloh (1967).

16



Advauntages and disadvantages of deep drill hole methods
versus other disposal methods

The principal advantages of the deep drill hole method when
compared to all others include (l) great versatility-~the possibility
of providing safe emplacement of high-level radioactive wastes at
desirable geographic locations where suitable rocks do not exist at
shallow or moderate depths, and (2) the ability to place the wastes
as far from man's environment as possible-~the longer the flow path,
the longer the time required for contaminants to reach man's enviromment,

Cther attractive features of the deep drill hole (assuming that
the top of the wastes is at least several thousand feet, a few thousand
metres, deep) are (1) elimination of danger of exhumation of wastes by
any erosional process, including glaciation, and (2) elimination of
dangers from flooding, including rising sea levels (assuming complete
sealing of unused portion of drill hole).

The principal disadvantages of the deep drill hole include
tremendous drilling expense and long drilling times, especially in
hard metamorphic and igneous rocks. In addition, exploratory or pilot
holes to assure suitable rocks at depths of 30,000-50,000 feet

(9,140-15,240 m) seemingly are ruled out by factors of time and expense.

Matrix holes (1,000-20,000 ft or 305-6,100 m)

Geologic and hydrologic setting
A geometric array of multiple holes drilled om 200-foot* (6l-mt)
centers to depths of as much as 20,000 feet (6,100 m) with as large

diameters as practical, provides a possible means of disposing of
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wastes without the complexities of mining or exploding a cavity.
This method requires a thick sequemce of rock media having very low
permeability in order that the necessary waste-holding capacity be
obtained without drilling an impractical number of holes, each of
which must be considered a potential avenue for the escape of
contaminants. The principal geohydrologic requirement, then, is
similar to the deep drill hole. The main difference is a need for
rock having very low permeability to be present at shallower depths
than is necessary for the very deep drill hole (30,000-50,000 ft or
9,140-15,240 m), and a need for a larger surface area to accommodate
several holes on about 200-foot (6l-m) centers. This last requirement
ig not a critical factor because, in an environment where a vertical
column of thick very impermeable rock is present, areas can certainly
be found where such rock is contiguous over lateral distances of many
miles (many kilometres), or, at the very least, several thousand feet
{(a few thousand metres). The spacing of holes would be controlled by
fault and fracture trends, local terrain and drilling comditions, hole
deviationg, the temperature and chemical properties of wastes, potential
fracturing owing to the expansion of the waste and rock mass, rock
conductivity, and other physical characteristics of the host media
(for descriptions and properties of various rocks, see Appendix C).
The requirement for a thick sequence of homogeneous rock having
very low permeability is most likely to be found in terranes where
metamorphic or igneous rocks are exposed at the surface or where such

rocks are at shallow depth. The possibility of using beds of salt or
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sequences of shale only a few hundred feet (2 few hundred metres)
thick for multiple-hole emplacement appears hazardous and difficult,
As stated above, drilling a large number of holes into a thin bed to
achieve the necessary waste-holding capacity would greatly increase
the possibility of creating manmade avenues for contaminant escape.
The possibility exists that stable salt domes may be used, but this
pogsibility must be considered tentative because, although the salt
there would be many thousands of feet (a few thousands of metres)
thick, it could prove to be unstable in large-diameter holes drilled
to depths of more than about 3,000 feet (900 m).

Very thick sequences of shale occur in sedimentary basins, but
these sequences are rarely pure. They commonly contain many inter-
beds of permeable sandstone and limestone. Because of the interbeds
and the common occurrence of faults and other fractures in the basins
it seems extremely unlikely that wastes emplaced in a large vertical
column could be effectively contained in shale, especially at shallow
depths where porosities and permeabilities of interbeds and fractures
would be very high. Because of the general decrease of porosity and
permeability with depth, exploratory drilling may define shale
sequences at some interval within 20,000 feet (6,100 m) that are
thick enough to be suitable hosts for matrix-hole waste emplacement,
The fact that the thick deeply buried shale segquences occur only in
sedimentary basins that are the principal producers of oil and gas
indicates that extensive exploratory drilling amnd hydraulic testing

will be necessary to definitely prove hydrologic isolation of the
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potential waste emplacement zone. In most environments depth to
suitable shale, if it exists at all, probably will be in excess of

7,000 feet (2,130 m) (fig. 1).

Seismicity and faults

Crustal stability is essential for safe disposal of wastes in
matrix holes for the same reasons as outlined for the deep drill hole.,
The danger of losing the hole(s) if earthquakes should occur is less
because of shorter total hole length. Faults within the waste-emplacement
zones, unless hydraulic testing demonstrates conclusively that they are
completely healed and 'water tight,' cannot be tolerated because of the
great potential for ground-water contamination and the threat of earth-
quake activity causing movements to occur along these plames of weakness,
A potential gite area must be mapped in detail and seismically monitored.
Because of shallow to moderate drilling depths, exploratory holes are
economically feasible and should be drilled and hydrologically tested
to delineate rocks having the lowest permeability amd to locate areas

free of buried faults.

Climatic setting
Unlike the setting for a very deep drill hole where the wastes will
be far removed from the surface and possible climatic changes are of
little concern, the setting for multiple holes should be carefully
evaluated if the top of the waste column is within 1,000 feet (305 m)
or so of the surface., If the disposal site is in an area of gentle

relief there is little danger that erosion will actually exhume the
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wastes even in areas that may be covered by glaciers, but if a climatic
change should cause a radical change in precipitation, there is a
potential danger that surface and ground-water regimens will be
dramatically changed. The site, therefore, must be so selected that
the most hazardous conceivable hydrologic change will not create
foreseeable avenues for escape of contaminants, For long-term safety,
because climatic changes cannot be predicted with any degree of
accuracy, it seems advisable to place the top of the wastes at least
several thousand feet (a few thousand metres) below the Earth's
surface in any potential site locality having integrated surface
drainage, despite the fact that hydrologic studies in a given locality
indicate the existence of rock having very low permeability to within
a few hundred feet (a few hundred metres) of the surface.

In general, it seems advisable to select a site locality that can
be continuously monitored by man because of the impossibility of
selecting any site that can be guaranteed to be '"leakproof'" for a
period of about 1 m.y. Therefore, all areas that conceivably could
be inundated by rising sea levels, or covered by glaciers or pluvial
lakes, must be considered less suitable for multiple-hole disposal or
any other disposal technique than areas that are free from those

potential dangers.

Geographic setting
The optimum geographic setting for a matrix-hole disposal site is

nearly the same as with the deep drill hole. The principal difference
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is a need for a slightly larger area of gentle relief in the immediate
area of the disposal site in order to accommodate several drill sites.
If the general area is one of gentle relief this should pose no problem,
If it is necessary to locate a site in terrame having locally high or
moderate relief, the topography may become the principal factor in
choosing a suitable site.
Advantages and disadvantages of matrix hole method
versus other disposal methods

In most environments, a sequence of holes drilled to depths of as
much as 20,000 feet (6,100 m) will prove to be a much more practical
means of disposing of high-level radioactive wastes than a single very
deep drill hole. The reasons for this include: (1) the shallower
holes can be drilled to larger average diameters and will have larger
ratios of waste capacity per total footage drilled, (2) preemplacemexnt
pilot or exploratory holes are economically feasible for this mode and
are essential for safety evalvation, (3) shallower holes are less likely
to be lost by drilling problems or earthquake activity, and (4) drilling
times will be much less and several rigs could be employed simultaneously,

Whether a sequence of holes or a mined or exploded cavity would be
preferred in any given locality would depend on the geologic and hydro-
logic information obtained from detailed investigations. In additionm,
laboratory or actual field tests must be made to determine whether a
concentration of solidified wastes in a chamber at 4,000~5,000 feet

{(1,220-1,520 m) would pose problems from the standpoint of heat transfer
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for the particular rock at the potential site locality that would
not exist in a drilled hole and vice versa.,

If exploration reveals that rock having acceptable very low
permeability and other acceptable physical and chemical properties
is preseant only between 3,000 and 5,000 feet (910 and 1,520 m), then
it would appear that a mined or exploded cavity would be a more
practical mode., Any final decision, however, would depend upon

gseveral factors that would be specific for a given area,

Mined chamber (1,000-10,000 £t or 305-3,050 m)

Geologic and hydrologic setting

This disposal method requires a zone of strata having very low
permeability at some interval within 10,000 feet (3,050 m) of the
surface. The interval must be sufficiently thick to include zones
of very low permeability at least several hundred feet (a few hundred
metres) thick, both above and below a potential chamber or cavity
(containing the high-level waste products) in order to assure that
the chamber can be effectively sealed from man's environment.

The mined chamber enables the use of bedded salt and other strata
that are not sufficiently thick to be practical repositories for drilled
hole disposal sites. Of the various rock media that are potentially
favorable for this concept, the most suitable appears to be rock salt
either in relatively thick beds or in stable domes. Salt has nearly
zero porosity and zero permeability, which should allow virtually

complete hydrologic isolation, In addition, salt has high thermal
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conductivity, which should allow rapid dissipation of heat from the
chamber (Appendix C). Mined chambers in salt may be limited to depths
of about 3,000 feet (910 m) owing to the natural plasticity of salt
and the potential for serious flowage problems at greater depth.

Other rocks that might be suitable for this method include tuff,
some metamorphic rocks, and intrusive igneous rocks, Favorable
properties of these rocks include low permeabilities and high mechanical
strengths, They can be mined with a minimum of problems. Chambers have
been mined successfully in tuff at Nevada Test Site to depths of as much
as 5,000 feet (1,520 m), That mined chambers in metamorphic and igneous
rocks are feasible is clearly indicated at Sudbury, Ontario, and in deep
copper mines in Michigan. In both of these areas the rocks kave such
low permeabilities that the mines are dry, even in the lowest levels.
Thermal conductivities of metamorphic and igneous rocks vary considerably
from values much less than that of salt to levels slightly higher
{(Appendix C).

The possibility of using shale for mined chambers is attractive
from the standpoint of placing wastes in rock having both high ion-exchange
capacity and very low permeability. As pointed out in the analysis of
matrix holes, however, shale sequences are rarely without thin permeable
interbeds of sandstone and (or) limestone, and the possibility of finding
zonesg that are sufficiently thick to assure complete hydrologic isolation
of a mined chamber appears very remote, In addition, shale is ome of
the most difficult rocks to mine because of its plasticity. Perhaps the

only areas where shale can be safely used for waste disposal are areas
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where the chamber can be mined well above an existing water table, and
where evaporation exceeds precipitation. Such areas exist in the arid
and semiarid parts of Western United States (see discussion of geo-
hydrologic environments, p. 35). The possibility of eventual water-~table
rise owing to climatic changes must be considered in these areas, but it
is reasonable to presume that any such changes, if they did occur, would
be slow, and the possibility exists that the repository could remain
above the water table for the entire disposal period. In the event that
ground water would reach the emplacement zone before the radioactivity
had diminighed to safe levels the high ion-exchange capacity and very low
permeability of the shale would drastically impede the outward movement
of radionuclide contaminants.

The possibility of using tuff for an above-the-water-table repository
is also appealing for the same reasons as outlined for shale. Tuff has
the highest ion-exchange capacity of the igneous rocks (Appendixes B and
C). This property and its very low permeability would assure very slow
outward movement of radionuclides in the event that climatic change
would cause ground water to reach the emplacement zone.

The use of metamorphic, intrusive igneous, or volcanic rocks other
than tuff is much less attractive for above~the-water~-table repositories
because these rocks have much lower ion-exchange capacities than either
tuff or shale and, in general, greater potentials for high permeabilities
at shallow depths, Lavas of all kinds would be generally unsuitable for

this method because of high permeabilities (Appendixes B and C),
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Seismicity and faults

Areas of seismic risk zone 3 must be precluded from consideration for
mined chamber disposal, and areas in seismic zones 2 or less must be
carefully mapped and seismically monitored to assure that fault systems
are avoided. The principal danger is the same as with drilled hole
emplacement, namely that fault movements could rupture either the
emplacement zone or the contaminated rocks surrounding the chamber and
create passageways for ground water to carry contaminants to man's
environment. Because any fault, whether active or not, could be an
avenue for fluid escape, horizontal drilling and tunneling should be
employed to check for faults or other permeable zones in the vicinity
of the site prior to final chamber construction. For sites above the
water table, in areas where evaporation exceeds precipitation, earthquake
rupturing of the chamber or vicinity would not necessarily create an
immediate hazard, but the possibility of eventual ground-water encrcachment

during a period of 1 m.y. must be considered.

Climatic setting
Climatic setting is a critical factor in selecting a suitable location
for a site for a mined chamber. To insure the safe long-term containment
of radioactive wastes in salt, for example, it is necessary to establish
the nature and rates of present—day salt removal by surface waters near
the site and the underground dissolution rates by circulating ground
waters. Careful studies must then be made (1) To determine how the

salt-removal rates would be affected by increased (or decreased)
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rainfall, and how changes in regimens of nearby streams might affect
ground-water flow systems, and (2) to accurately predict the denudation
and erosion rates that will prevail during the lifetime of the disposal
facility--see Stewart (1973).

For disposal in tuff or shale (or other media) above present-—day
water tables, rock-erosion rates including both denudation and escarpment-
retreat rates (Appendix B) must be established. Estimates of how these
rates will be affected by possible changes in rainfall also must be made.
Calculations must be made to estimate how rapidly a ground-water table
could rise with increasing rainfall and how large an increase in
rainfall would be necessary to cause precipitation rates to exceed

evaporation rates.

Geographic setting

A site for mined chamber disposal should be (1) as far removed from
oceans and major lakes and streams as is practicable to keep the transit
time of contaminants to man's environment as long as possible in case
of accident, (2) the site locality should be as far removed from human
population centers as is practicable, and (3) the site should be in as
gentle terrain as possible in order to avoid steep drainage gradients
that would allow rapid distribution of contaminants in case of accident.

A site for a chamber above the water table will, of necessity, be
located in the arid or semiarid southwest. Although many terranes in
that area are potentially suitable for this concept the Great Basin

with its internal drainage appears to best meet the required conditions.
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Advantages and disadvantages of mined chamber
method versus other disposal methods

The principal advantage of the mined chamber method is the ability
to provide safe emplacement of high-level radioactive wastes in highly
suitable rocks, such as salt beds that are too thin for drilled hole
emplacement to be practicable, and to provide safe emplacement in other
favorable rocks, such as tuff and shale above existing water tables in
areas where evaporation exceeds precipitation. The mined chamber possibly
is also a practical method in metamorphic and intrusive igneous terranes,
but drill holes or deep exploded cavities probably are better suited for
waste disposal in those environments because of their greater potential
to place wastes farther from man's environment.

Disadvantages of the mined chamber include (1) possible short flow
paths of contaminants to man's environment, (2) possible danger of
exhumation of wastes by erosional processes, (3) possible danger from
flooding, including rising sea levels, and (4) possible danger resulting

from an unpredictable change in ground-water regimen.

Cavity with separate manmade structures

From the standpoint of geology and hydrology, this method is a
siight modification of a mined chamber. The "manmade structures' will
be designed to greatly restrict or, it is hoped, to completely inhibit
movement of radionuclides beyond the chamber for a limited time after
all the wastes are emplaced and to allow a greater degree of retrievability.
Terranes and rocks that are best suited for this method are the same as

these outlined for mined chambers.
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Exploded cavities (2,000-20,000 ft or 610-6,100 m)

Geologic and hydrologic setting

Developing an underground cavity by means of conventional explosives
or nuclear devices provides a means of creating a sizeable waste-holding
facility without the depth limitations of conventional mining techniques.
The wastes being considered for this method will be initially liquid.
This requires that the site be located at or adjacent to the fuel-processing
plant, because liquid wastes cannot be safely transported (Gera and
Jacobs, 1972, p. 14).

Cavities have been created by nuclear devices in a variety of rocks
at the Nevada Test Site and other parts of the United States, and a concept
for using a deep nuclear cavity (chimney) for the in situ incorporation
of nuclear fuel-reprocessing waste in molten silicate rock has been
described by Cohen, Lewis, and Braun (1971). This concept involves in situ
melting of rubble and wallrock by the high-level radicactive liquid
wastes. Strata of very low permeability, at least 600 feet (180 m) thick,
is required for their particular model to contain the molten rock at its
maximum dimension. We consider that, in addition, at least several hundred
feer of rock having very low permeability would be essential, both above
and below the potential molten zone, for safe confinement of contaminants.
The chances of finding such a sequence in sedimentary environments is
remote except possibly in shale at depths of 7,000 feet (2,130 m) or
more in deep sedimentary basins where the potential of contaminating oil,
gas, and water reservoirs is great. The need for drill-hole connections

to the cavity for the introduction of waste and the release of volatiles
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for a period of about 25 years (Cohen and others, 1971) further adds
to the potential of introducing contaminants to the overlying strata.
A satisfactory environment, therefore, must satisfy the need for
(1) a thick sequence of rock having very low permeability to effectively
contain the exploded cavity and the molten mass c¢f waste and rozk,
and (2) rock having very low permeability above the emplacement zone
in order to avold introducing contaminants into water or oil and gas
reservoirs during the period of waste injection and steam release-
These requirements are most easily met in metamorphic and intrusive
igneous terranes. The optimum locality from this standpoint appears
tc be one where metamorphic and (or) intrusive ignecus rocks having
very low permeabilities extend from the surface to great depths. A
potential problem, however, is posed by the knowledge that a volume
increase due to rock melting and the possible accompanying production
of gaseous constituents could result in significant fracturing in these
low-porosity rocks which might be hazardous. Field experimentation
appears vital to determine the extent and nature of such fracturing.
Terranes that might also be suitable for this concept are those
where thick sequences of tuff form the surface rocks and exrend to
great depth. Such terranes exist in several localities in the Great
Basin, principally in old volcanic centers. Chambers have been mined
in tuff in one of the wvolcanic centers at the Nevada Test Site to depths
of about 5,000 feet (1,520 m). At this depth the tuff had low permeability.

At deeper levels the potential for finding rock having even less
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permeability appears high. The possibility of creating hazardous
fractures in tuff is predictably less than in granitic rocks because
of its much greater porosity (20 percent or more in tuff versus 5 percent
or less in granitic rocks).

Nuclear devices have been detonated in salt in Mississippi and
New Mexico. These experiments have shown the feasibility of creating
stable cavities in salt by small nuclear devices. The explosion near
Carlsbad, New Mexico, for example (project Gnome), formed a cavity about
70 feet (21.3 m) high and more than 150 feet (45.7 m) across by means of a
3-kiloton device (Gard, 1968). Postshot studies at project Gnome indicate
that blast-induced fractures and faults were mainly confined to a radial
distance of about 140 feet (42.7 m) from the shotpoint (Gard, 1968),
and indicate that nuclear explosions in salt will not necessarily create
hazardous fractures around the shotpoint. Whether or not the cavity
will remain open for the required period of time and whether or not
high-level radioactive liquid wastes can be safely injected into a
cavity in salt without causing extensive and prohibitive salt flowage

and solution can only be determined by field experimentation.

Seismicity and faults
Areas of seismic risk zone 3 must be precluded from consideration
for emplacement of wastes in explosion-induced cavities for essentially
the same reasons as outlined for the other disposal methods. The
principal danger is that fault movements could create passageways for

ground water to reach the contaminated zone and carry contaminants to
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man's environment. An additional danger (and this pertains to any
disposal technique requiring open holes for liquid-waste injection
and for the release of volatiles) is the possibility of earthquake
activity rupturing the holes and creating immediate passageways for
contaminants to reach aquifers above the emplacement zone. Negligible
amounts of water approaching the emplacement zone itself may not pose an
immediate hazard because the water would tend to be driven away by
the intense heat before it becomes contaminated (Cohen and others, 1971).
Any considerable amounts of water, however, flowing into the emplacement
vicinity probably would create explosive conditions that could cause
complete loss of the connecting holes and possible loss of the chimmey
itself. If the rocks above the chimney are unsaturated or have such low
permeability that little or no ground water would enter the system in the
event of fault movements, there is, nevertheless, a potential danger that
the cooling system could rupture and the chimmey would be lost (Cohen
and others, 1971), and contaminated volatiles could escape to the surface.
These potential dangers from fault movements indicate that a
site must be selected where surface exposures indicate a virtual absence

of faults both within and adjacent to the potential cavity.

Climatic setting
Except for the need for continuous monitoring of the site there is
little danger from potential climatic changes if the cavity is 2,000 feet

(610 m) or more beneath the surface. Because it seems advisable that
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sites for any disposal mode be selected where they can be continuously
accessible to man, areas of potential glaciation, sea~level rise, or

areas occupied by former pluvial lakes should be avoided.

Geographic setting

A site for an exploded cavity must be in the same location as
the reprocessing plant. Therefore, selections of geographic locations
for reprocessing plants should await geologic and hydrologic analyses
to determine the most suitable locations for underground nuclear
cavities or other disposal modes. As pointed out in the discussion
of the deep drill hole, the great depth involved with that method may
allow disposal of wastes at existing reprocessing plants. Whether
an exploded cavity at depths of as much as 20,000 feet (6,100 m)
also might be suitable depends on local geologic and hydrologic conditions
and the nearness to damage-prone manmade structures.

Because of the potential for release of contaminated steam from
the underground facility prior to final sealing, either because of
earthquake activity or human miscalculations, it seems necessary to
locate the site as far from population centers, oceans, major lakes,

and streams as is practicable.
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Advantages and disadvantages of exploded cavities
versus other disposal methods

The principal advantage of the exploded cavity over the mined
chamber is the ability to create voids at much greater depths than is
possible with mining techniques and also to create cavities at relatively
shallow depths (5,000-10,000 ft or 1,520-3,050 m) where high underground
temperatures or, perhaps, dangerous mining conditions preclude manpower
techniques. The main advantage over the deep drill hole and matrix
holes is the ability to obtain much larger disposal volumes.

The development of radial and other fractures around the expanding
molten mass compounds the problem of potential hazards from fracture
porosity and permeability. In general, however, terranes and rocks
that are suitable for a mined chamber appear to be suitable also for
a shallow-depth exploded cavity (excluding above-the-water—table
emplacement), and terranes and rocks suitable for deep matrix holes

probably are suitable for a deep nuclear cavity.
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GECHYDROLOGIC ENVIRONMENTS

Sedimentary basins

The U.S. Geological Survey, on hehalf of the Division of Reactor
Development, U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, began a study of sedimentary
basins in the conterminous United States as early as 19570 The purpose
cf that study was to summarize the gross geologic features and natural
resources of the major basins as an aid in selection of basins for
deep-well injection of liquid radioactive waste. The study was primarily
descriptive and was not intended as an evaluation or appraisal of the
various basins for waste disposal. The present study is in contrast with the
earlier one in that the basins as a single type of environment are
evaluated for suitability for various disposal methods. No attempt is
made to evaluate which basins are best suited for a particular method.

The sedimentary basins throughout the United States (fig. 2)
all owe their existence to downwarping and (or) downfaulting of the
Farth's crust. They differ individually in areal extent, depth to
basement rocks, structure, and geologic age. They are similar in
that they are filled with relatively gently dipping sedimentary
rocks and, locally, volcanic rocks. They range in area from 1,000 miz
(2,590 kn) to more than 100,000 mi’ (259,000 km’), and they range in
depth from about 4,000 feet (1,220 m) to more than 50,000 feeg (15,240 m)
(table 1). Many of the younger basins in the western area of the
United States and in the coastal plains contain unconsoclidated sediments

or slightly consoclidated rocks. The older basins in the central and
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eastern areas of the United States contain mostly well consolidated
rocks. Unconsolidated and slightly consolidated sand and gravel deposits
are the predominant aquifers, especially in the western basins (Meinzer,
1923, p. 271; Walton, 1970, p. 37), but consolidated rocks such as
sandstone, limestone, and dolomite are also important aquifers in

many areas.

Ground water in the basins is under both water-table and artesian
conditions. At places where the aquifers are unconfined, ground water
occurs under water-table conditions, and water levels in wells do not
rise above the top of the aquifer. At places where the aquifers are
confined by strata that have very low permeability, such as shale,
ground water can occur under artesian conditions, and the water is
under pressure so that the water levels in wells rise above the top
of the aquifer. If the pressure is great enough, the well will flow
at the surface. In general, the shallower aquifers are more likely
to be under water-table conditions and the deeper aquifers are more
likely to be under artesian conditions.

The water levels found in wells are generally shallower in areas
of high precipitation or in areas of low topographic relief, such as
basins in the eastern half of the United States. There, water levels
commonly range from above land surface (artesian) to shallow depths of
less than 100-200 feet (30.5-61 m). Water levels are generally deeper
in areas of high topographic relief, such as basins in the western
half of the United States. In those basins, water levels commonly
range from above land surface to great depths of 500 to at least 1,000

feet (150 to 305 m).

37



The movement of ground water generally consists of recharge of
water to an aquifer either from precipitation or from seepage from
streams. This recharge moves downward and laterally under the forces
of gravity and hydrostatic pressure through the aquifer toward points
or areas of discharge. Discharge generally occurs in springs, in
areas of evaporation and transpiration by plants, or by subsurface
flow out of a basin either intsc surrounding rock, intoc streams, or
into 2 body of water such as a lake or an ocean. Examples of ground-
water flow under artesian conditions from areas of recharge at che
land surface toward areas of discharge at the center or the margins
of the basins are shown in appendix B.

Most basins contain faults and folds, and all contain many lateral
and vertical variations in rock types and permeability resulting in
a complex pattern of ground-water flow. Geologic structures exert
considerable influence on the movement of ground water, and aquifers
that are generally separated by rocks having very low permeability
may be hydraulically connected along faults and fractures. A decrease
in porosity and permeability at great depths may cccur due to the
compaction of rocks under the great weight of overlying rocks {(Meinzer,
1923, p, 40). If pressures differ between aquifers, flow may occur
through either interstices or fractures across the rocks of very low
permeabilities that separate the aquifers. In many sedimentary basins

the determination of the exact flow path of ground-water movement

from recharge area to discharge area may not always be possible.
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Several other factors of significance in sedimentary basins are
abnormal subsurface pressures, the presence of salt water or highly
mineralized water, and the occurrence of thermal springs. Abnormal
subsurface pressures may influence the movement of ground water.

For instance, some basins in California and Wyoming and in the Gulf
Coastal Plain have subsurface pressures that are higher than normal,
probably owing to the compaction of unconsolidated sand and clay
deposits (Denton, 1972, p. 15-16). Salt water or highly mineralized
water may affect the movement of ground water. The aquifers in the
Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plains were filled with salt water when

the sands were deposited under the sea, but now the aquifers have
been flushed by fresh water to great depths of from 1,000 to 5,900
feet (305 to 1,800 m) (McGuinness, 1963, p. 69). In other basins
some deep water is highly mineralized although shallow water is fresh.

Hot or warm thermal springs that originate at great depths and
rise along deep faults or fissures indicate an upward movement of
water aided by artesian pressure, hydrothermal activity, or both.
Nearly all thermal springs are associated with volcanic rocks (Waring,
1965, p. 4), and this may indicate that unpredictable upward movement
of ground water may occur in basins that contain hot springs.

Most of the basins are important producers of oil, gas, or ceoal.
Some produce salt, potash, ceramic clays, and various other nonmetallic

and metallic minerals.
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A generalized cross section through two typical sedimentary
basins is shown on figure 3, and the evaluation of suitability of
the rock media (in the sedimentary basins) for the warious disposal
methods is shown in table 2,

Discussion of factors that influence suitability

Sedimentary basins represent a significant part of the conterminous
United States; however, most sedimentary rocks, excluding shale, commonly
have significant porosities and permeabilities at depths as great as
20,000 feet (6,100 m). This fact and the common occurrence of important
aquifers and (or) oil- and gas-producing strata above, below, and
within shale sequences make the basins generally unsuitable for the
waste-disposal methods considered in this investigation, except for

disposal in salt.

Because shale has very low permeability and high ion-exchange
capacity it has been used as a repository for low-level wastes at
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Tennessee (Boegly and others,
1966). Partly as a result of this usage, consideration has been given
to using shale as repositories for high-level wastes. Shale sequences
throughout the United States recently have been evaluated for radioactive
waste disposal by Merewether, Sharps, Gill, and Cooley (1973). They
conclude that, in general, the shale sequences are not suitable for
waste disposal but that detailed investigations may disclose some
strata that are acceptable. Because the study by Merewether, Sharps,
Gill, and Cooley (1973) did not evaluate the concepts considered in
this investigation, it is necessary to outline the factors that

influenced our classification of suitability (table 2).
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Table 2.--Suitability of rocks to disposal methods--sedimentary basins

Zﬁs, most suitable; S, suitable; PS, possibly suitable. Ratings are based
on the premise that sites can be demonstrated to be isolated,and predictably
will remain isolated from hydrologic system;or, for salt, that plastic
flowage proves to be insignificant. NS, not suitable (principally because

rock not isoclated from hydrologic systeml/

Very deep Matrix Minéd Exploded| Cavity with
: drill hole holes chamber cavity | separate man-
Rock type (30,000~ (1,000~ (1,000- (2,000~ [made structures
50,000 ft 20,000 ft | 10,000 ft| 20,000 ft|(1,000-10,000 ft
or 9,140~ or 305- or 305~ or 610- or
15,240 m) 6,100 m) 3,050 m) | 6,100 m) 305-3,050 m)
Sandstone-——- 1/ NS NS NS NS
Carbonate—--—- 1/ NS NS NS NS
Shale—-—=m=mn 1/ PS s PS S
(below (above (below (above the
about the about water table)
7,000 ft water 7,000 ft
or table) or
2,130 m) 2,130 m)
Bedded salt-- 1/ PS MS S MS
Salt in /
domes— NS PS MS MS MS

1/ Probably granite or equivalent at 50,000 feet (15,240 m) except in
Gulf Coast. All rocks except salt possibly suitable below 30,000 feet
(9,140 m).

2/ Salt domes of proved stability. Domes that are tectonically active
are considered unfavorable for all concepts.
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In most basins where thick shale sequences occur, drill-hole
data indicate that few zones exist without thin interbeds of sandstone
and (or) limestone that drastically increase the overall permeability
of the sequence. In some basins, water moves slowly through shale
because of pressure gradients established during compaction of the
sediments. The velocity of such movement and other water movements
related to basin flow systems can be greatly increased by the occurrence
of permeable interbeds that are cut and displaced by faults and
fractures. Because at shallow depths both water-bearing fractures
and faults and permeable interbeds probably occcur in the vicinity
of any potential waste-disposal site, it is extremely unlikely that
wastes can be effectively contained for a periocd of about 1 m.y. if
they are initially emplaced in shale below existing water tables.

The possibility seems good, however, that shale can be effectively
used for shallow-depth mined chambers for "above-the-water-table"
emplacement in parts of Western United States where the water tables
are fairly deep and sites can be selected that are far removed from
rivers and lakes.

At depths below about 7,000 feet (2,130 m), detailed investigations
in some basins may define thick shale sequences in which fluid flow,
with concurrent transport of radionuclides, can be predicted to be
extremely slow, and, therefore, the matrix (multiple) hole and exploded
cavity methods are classified as "possibly suitable." The basic premise
being that at depths below about 7,000 feet (2,130 m) fractures in
shale will probably be tight, and porosities and permeabilities of

thin interbeds will be diminished. At these depths, however, the
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structural instability of some shale may still prove to be a difficult
problem., TFor instance, according to H. N. Franzel (written commum.,
1973) shale in the Woodford Chert caved into the Ralph Lowe drill
hole in the Delaware basin at depths below 20,000 feet (6,100 m).
Geologically and hydrologically, salt seems to be the most
suitable medium for waste disposal in the sedimentary basins (fig. 4).
Extensive studies indicate that salt (bedded or in stable domes) is
potentially suitable for shallow-depth mined chambers and for shallow-
or moderate-depth explosive cavities. A series of drill holes in
salt also appears to be potentially suitable, but it remains to be
proved whether or not large-diameter drill holes will be stable and
remain open in salt at depths below 3,000-4,000 feet (920-1,220 m).
Deep-well disposal of liquid waste into deep permeable reservoirs
containing salt brine (Galley, 1966, p. 45) is not suitable according
to the total containment concepts of this investigation. In addition,
saline ground water is increasingly being recognized as a natural
resource of great economic importance because it can be used without
treatment for many industrial purpeses; it can be desalinized for
public supplies, and it can be a source of valuable chemical byproducts

{(Winslow and others, 1968, sheet 1).
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Complexly folded terranes

Two large areas containing complexly folded rocks, exclusive
of the broad metamorphic belts (described and evaluated separately),
are present in the United States. One area is in eastern United States
{(the Valley and Ridge physiographic province) (fig. 5) and the other
is in the western United States (the Rocky Mountains). The present
state of knowledge of the geology, hydrology, and topography of the
two areas, suggests that neither area is particularly attractive for
waste disposal.

Valley and Ridge province

The Valley and Ridge province (Appalachian Mountain province,
fig. 6) is a long narrow belt, within which 30,000-40,000 feet (9,140-
12,200 m) of sedimentary rocks has been tightly compressed to form
a series of northeast-trending anticlines and synclines. The weaker
rocks in the sequence, from the standpoint of physical strength (shale)
and resistance to weathering (limestone), form the valleys, and the
well-cemented sandstones and conglomerates form the ridges. Because
of the tight folding, which causes a single resistant stratum to
surface repeatedly, a small number of strong formations suffice to
make a great number of ridges (Fenneman, 1931). Elevations range
from less than 400 feet (120 m) along the large rivers in the northern

states to over 3,000 feet (910 m) on the highest ridges.
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Rocks are all of Paleczoic age and consist of a large variety
of shales, sandstones, limestones, and coal. These rocks are locally
overlain by thin veneers of recently deposited alluvium and, in the
northern part, by glacial deposits. Of principal interest to this
investigation are the shales. These range in age from Cambrian to
Carboniferous. The shale sequences are overall as much as several
thousand feet (a few thousand metres) thick, but few sequences consist
of pure shale. Most contain thin beds of sandstone, sandy shale,
and limestone (Merewether and others, 1973; Colton, 1962). The sequences
are commonly thrust faulted (fig. 7). Thrusts are present in Pennsylvania
and increase in abundance toward the south., Some of the thrusts and
some high-angle faults are major structures having several miles of
displacement. These structures pose serious problems for all concepts
of waste disposal. Most drill holes would probably encounter faults
at depth, and the difficulty of predicting stratigraphic sequences at
great depths is obvious. As pointed out in the discussion of sedimentary
basins, some shale at shallow depth has been used for disposal of
low-level wastes at Oak Ridge, Tenn. The procedure followed there
has been injection of fluid and grout into the shale under high pressure
(Boegly and others, 1966).

The predominant aquifers in the Valley and Ridge province are
sandstone and limestone, particularly limestone because of solution
cavities, sink holes, and caves. Numerous thermal springs flow from
limestones in West Virginia and Virginia. Some shales are dependable
sources of water to depths of about 300 feet (91 m) Bieber, 1961, p. 21-22).

Depth to water ranges from about ground level to about 150 feet (46 m).
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Rocky Mountain system

The Rocky Mountain system (fig. 5) extends from northern New
Mexico through Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho into Canada.
The system composes the most rugged terrane in conterminous United
States and contains some of the most scenic mountainous areas im
the world. The system is not a continuous mountain belt but is broken
by the broad Wyoming basin and by an east-trending depression that
extends through Yellowstone National Park. The mountains display
a wide variety of geclogic structures and contain, at one locality
or another all the principal rock types known in the Earth's crust.

The southern Rocky Mountains in Colorado and northern New Mexico
are principally north-trending anticlines that have been uplifted
several times and deeply eroded to expose broad belts of granite
and (or) metamorphic rocks of Precambrian age. The southern Rocky
Mountains also encompass, in southwestern Colorado, the majestic
San Juan Mountains that include extensive areas of volcanic tuff,
lava, and intrusive masses of Tertiary age. Extending northward
from the Basin and Range province in New Mexico through the southern
Rocky Mountains in Colorado is a broad discontinuous depression or
system of grabens that are similar in many ways to the larger basins
in the Basin and Range province. This system forms the famous treeless
parks of Colorado termed North, Middle and South Parks, and the broad
San Luis Valley. The middle and northern Rocky Mountains include
broad anticlinal uplifted areas with cores of Precambrian rocks, the
wvolcanic terrane of the Yellowstone Plateau, the block~faulted Grand
Tetons, the broad Uinta uplift, and the dissected uplifts of Montana

and Idaho.
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Elevations in the Rocky Mountain system range from less than
5,000 feet (1,520 m) to over 14,000 feet (4,270 m), and the higher
ranges have been extensively glaciated. In the northern parts, parcicularly
in Glacier National Park, glaciers still exist. Alpine glaciers have
covered parts of the region several times, and vigorous glaciz. erosion
is largely responsible for the rugged character of the higher ranges-

Precipitation ranges from less than 10 inches (25 cm) at lower
elevations to more than 35 inches (89 cm) in the higher ranges. Sources
of ground water include wells of small yield from shaliow fractures in
metamorphic and igneous rocks in the mountain ranges and wells of
larger yield in unconsolidated sand and gravel in the valleys. Depth
to water is generally shallow in both mountains and valleys. Thermal
springs are common throughout the entire region (fig. 8) and indicate
deep circulation, high subsurface pressures, and upward movement of
water controlled in large part by deep-seated faults.

The mountains in many areas are cut by numerous thrust and vertical
faults. Vertical or high-angle (greater than 450) faults are especially
abundant along the margins of the uplifts. Although large areas of
crystalline rocks that are potentially suitable for waste disposal
occur throughout the mountains, the abundance of faults in these rocks,
both high and low angle, and the fact that the crystalline rocks are
exposed principally in the ruggedest parts of the region where precipitation
is greatest make the mountainous areas generally unattractive for all

concepts of waste disposal. From the standpoint of potential accidents
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it must be pointed out that eight of the largest rivers in the United
States head in the Rocky Mountains. Moreover, the ultimate source

of recharge for more than 20 major regional aquifers is the Rocky
Mountains.

Lower parts of the Rocky Mountain system, however, may be
potentially suitable for shallow depth mined chanbers above existing
water tables. These parts would include the structural basins,
principally in Wyoming, where shale crops out or is near the surface
in many areas. Precipitation is low, and ground-water tables locally
are several hundred feet (a few hundred metres) below the surface.

Sites for shallow depth mined chambers in Wyoming and all other
areas in conterminous United States must be in areas of seismic risk
zone 2 or less. Sites must be as far removed as possible from lakes
and streams to make transit time to populated areas, water supplies,
or aquifers as long as possible, and sites must be vertically isolated
from aquifers or other permeable strata. Shale appears to provide
the very low permeability that is essential for "vertical isolation"
and, in addition, provides high ion-exchange capacity that is essential
to slow the transport of radionuclides if leaks develop in the storage

cell.
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Areas of intrusive ignecus and metamorphic rocks
exclusive of the Basin and Range province

Crystalline igneous and metamorphic rocks occur at or near the
surface in several large areas in the eastern,western, and northern
United States and also in several small areas in the continental
interior. Because these rocks (where they are not faulted) have very
low porosities and permeabilities, especially in the subsurface below
depths of a few thousand feet (a few thousand metres) they might be
potentially suitable for waste disposal. The principal areas are
shown by the stippled pattern on figure 9. The areas include the
Idaho batholith, which, although physiocgraphically a part of the
Rocky Mountain system, represents such a large expanse of igneous
and metamorphic rocks that it is logically included in this section.

Eastern metamorphic belt

The eastern metamorphic belt extending from Maine to Alabama is
bounded on the east by the Atlantic Coastal Plain and Atlantic
Ocean and on the west by the Appalachian Valley and Ridge province
and Appalachian Plateaus. The southern part of the belt (fig. 6)
includes two distinctly different terrains that are separated in
part by a major northeast-trending, strike-slip fault zone (the Brevard
schist zone). The western terrain, the Blue Ridge province (including
the Great Smcky Mcuntains) is a mountainous region consisting of linear
belrs of metamorphosed alternating hard and soft rocks. The eastern
part, the Piedmont province, is a region of relatively gentle terrain
composed of strongly metamorphosed rocks that differ only slightly
in their resistance to weathering and erosion despite great individual
differences in rock composition.
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The Blue Ridge province is tightly folded and intensely faulted.
Faults include several major thrust faults (fig. 7) especially in
the southern part of the province. These geologic features in company
with the rugged character of the terrain make the southern Blue Ridge
province from northern Georgia to southern Virginia a most unattractive
area for any concept of waste disposal. The northern part of the
Blue Ridge, notably in northern Virginia, consists of an older Precambrian
core of granite, granodiorite, and gneiss that is overlain and flanked
by later Precambrian and Lower Cambrian metamorphosed sedimentary
rocks and volcanic rocks, which are principally of basaltic composition.
The possibility exists that the granitic core rocks may be potentially
favorable for waste disposal.

The rocks of the Piedmont are upper Precambrian and lower Paleoczoic
gneisses, schists, and slates with minor amounts of marble and quartzite.
Domes of gneiss occur locally within the schist. Large granitic
intrusive masses, ranging in age from early to late Paleozoic, and
small masses of ultramafic rocks such as peridotite, dunite, and
pyroxenite, which may be early Paleozoic in age, are scattered throughout
the province. Few faults have been recognized. The most important
of these are the faults that bound the Triassic grabens, which are
shown as szedimentary basins (fig. 2). The granitic and ultramafic
bodies and the gneissic rocks seem to compose the most suitable media
for waste disposal. At the Atomic Energy Commission's Savannah River
Plant, near the boundary of the Piedmont and the Atlantic Coastal
Plain, hydraulic tests were run in several holes completed in crystalline
rock at shallow depths (to 1,900 ft or 580 m) (Marine, 1967). The

rock contained fractured zones, but permeabilities generally were low.
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Transmissivity, determined from the tests,; ranges from 2;;10“73 to
2x10'1 gallons per day per foot (2x10_5 to 2x].0_3 cubic metres per
day per metre). At deeper levels the rocks may have even lower
transmigsivity,

The northern part of the eastern belt comprises the igneous and
metamorphic rocks of the New England States (fig. 10). These rocks
are tightly folded and include thick marbles in the western part and
slates and schists in the eastern part. These rocks are loecally
intruded by granitic plutons of two ages. The clder intrusive masses
(early Paleczoic in age) have been metamorphosed and deformed. The
later masses (middle and late Paleozoic in age) are fresh and undeformed
and thus seem to offer the greatest potential for disposal.

In general, igneous and metamorphic rocks of the eastern metamorphic
belt yield abundant water to wells that average less than 450 feet
(140 m) in depth (Cederstrom, 1972, p. 35). Fractures in the rock carry
the water, and these logically may be tight and possibly healed in
the deeper subsurface. Sheet mica is mined successfully in the Piedmont
at shallow depths, and the mines are virtually dry (W. R. Griffitts,

oral commun., 1973).
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Shield area

The only shield area in the United States, with the exclusion
of the Adirondacks, is an extension of the Canadian Shield into
Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin. Adirondacks, which have igneous
and metamorphic rocks younger than those of the shield area of the
north-central part of the country, are discussed as an isolated
area under the heading of '"Small areas in the continental interior"
(p. 63). The shield in Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin is a broad
area of gentle terrain mantled with glacial drift and underlain by
Precambrian igneous and metamorphic rocks. The shield comprises some
of the oldest rocks of the continent in a region that is tectonically
stable. Most of these rocks have moderate to low permeabilities at
the surface and, at depths below a few thousand feet (a few thousand
metres) where they are not faulted, probably have very low permeabilities.

The Precambrian rocks making up the shield in Minnesota, Michigan,
and Wisconsin (fig. 11) consist of an old series of highly contorted
and metamorphosed clastic sediments and volcanics, which are largely
of basaltic composition and gneissic granite. This series is, in
turn, overlain by younger metamorphosed rocks consisting of quartzites,
dolomites, and slates and clastic rocks interbedded with lava. The
younger rocks, which include the iron formations of the Lake Superior
region, occupy a smaller part of the shield. Superposed on these
rocks are thick sequences of basaltic lava and sandstone which are
gently tilted and which are locally copper bearing. A body of gabbro
140 miles (225 km) long and nearly 50,000 feet (15,240 m) thick, whose

edge emerges along the southwestern shore of Lake Superior, separates
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the youngest sequence of rocks from the older groups. The gabbro
represents a mafic body that probably has roots extending to great
depths in the crust. Because .of its great thickness and extent,
homogeneity, and probable very low permeability below the zone of
open fractures and strong weathering, the gabbro probably is suitable
for waste disposal provided a major fracture zone is not encountered
at depth.

The ancient crystalline rocks, thoughlieterogenous, are highly
metamorphosed and stabilized and, therefore, could probably be
considered as a single, more or less homogeneous body for concepts
of waste disposal. Because of proximity to the Great Lakes, special
care must be taken to ensure absolute confinement of waste to the
disposal site. Fault and fracture patterns must be analyzed in
great detail to evaluate possible migration paths of radionuclides
vertically and laterally. Even slight contamination of the Great
Lakes or other bodies of water in the area cannot be tolerated.

Precambrian shield rocks yield little water and usually are explored
only for small domestic supplies. Near the surface, fractures and
clayey weathered zones in the igneous and metamorphic rocks yield
small supplies of water (McGuinness, 1963, p. 434). Mines in the
shield rocks at Sudbury, Ontario, are extremely dry in levels below
a few hundred feet (a few tens of metres) of the surface (A. L. Brokaw,
oral commun., 1973) and mines of the Michigan Copper Company, which
have hundreds of miles (hundreds of kilometres) of workings to depths
of 5,000 feet (1,520 m) encounter such small amounts of water that

no pumps are required (W. R. Griffitts, oral commun., 1973). These
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facts suggest that rocks in other parts of the shield area are probably
equally dry, but this possibility would, of course, have to be proved
by extensive borehole investigation.
Small areas in the continental interior

Small isolated areas of Precambrian intrusive igneous and metamorphic
rocks in the continental interior may be potentially suitable for waste
disposal. These include the Adirondack Mountains of New York, the
St. Francois Mountains of Missouri, the Wichita Mountains of Oklahoma,
and the Llano uplift of central Texas. A small area of upper Cretaceous
intrusive igneous rocks in central Arkansas also may be suitable for
waste disposal.
Adirondacks.--The Adirondacks constitute a nearly circular uplift about
150 miles (240 km) across having a core of granitic and mafic rocks.
A large mass of anorthosite 40-50 miles (60-80 km) across and covering
1,200 m2 (3,110 ka) is located in the eastern part of the uplift.

St. Francois Mountains.--The St. Francois Mountains occupy an area of

less than 100 miz (260 kmz) on the crest of the Ozark dome and are made
up mainly of granitic intrusive rocks and metamorphosed volcanic rocks.
The granitic rocks are believed to represent the uppermost part of a
batholith,

Wichita Mountains.~-The Wichita Mountains comprise a group of hills,

rising about 1,500 feet (460 m) above the plains and scattered through
an area 60 miles (100 km) long and 25 miles (40 km) wide. The hills
are chiefly granite with some mafic rocks, and may represent the

silicic caprocks of a larger body of mafic rocks at depth.
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Llano uplift.--The Llano uplift is a topographic basin superposed

on a structural uplift as the result of erosion of the exposed crystalline
rocks that is more rapid than that of the more resistant sedimentary

rocks that rim the crystallines. The area of crystalline rocks is

about 50 miles (80 km) long and 25 miles (40 km) wide and is made

up of schists, gneisses, and intrusive granites and mafic rocks.

Central Arkansas.-~Scattered hills of low relief, located in the

vicinity of Little Rock, Arkansas, are made up of nepheline syenite,

a quartz-poor, competent granitoid rock that is remarkably homogeneous
in its litheology and engineering properties. Bauxite, derived from
highly altered syenite, occurs on the slopes and is mined for aluminum,
but less altered syenite underlies the crests and should be relatively
fresh below the zone of weathering.

The granitic and mafic rocks of these isolated areas in the
continental interior seem to offer characteristics that meet requirements
for waste disposal. Fracturing and faulting, however, will predictably
preclude parts of the areas, and drilling is necessary to ascertain
to what depths water-bearing fractures and faults will extend.

Sierra Nevada

The mountains of the Sierra Nevada trend northwestward for 400
miles (640 km) through the east-central part of California. The chain
is contiguous with, but geologically distinct from, the Cascade Ranges
that extend through Oregon and Washington. The Sierra Nevada is
bounded on the east by the Basin and Range province and on the west

by the Great (or Central) Valley of California.
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Physiographically, the Sierra Nevada may be described as a huge
block of resistant rocks, locally of unequal strength and complex
structure, that has been uplifted by faulting and tilted to the
west. The block is dissected by deep valleys and, in its higher parts,
strong glaciated (Fenneman, 1931, p. 398).

Three~fourths of the rocks underlying the Sierra Nevada are
granitic. The granitic rocks are part of a batholith that extends
no deeper than about 33,000 feet (10,100 m) below the central mountains
Hamilton and Myers, 1967, p. C2). Beneath these granitic rocks are
gneissic metamorphic rocks, as inferred mainly from geophysical data.

The granitic and gneissic rocks in the deeper subsurface of the
area probably constitute favorable media for waste dispesal, on the
basis of their physical properties and the presumed absence at depth
of open, water-bearing fractures. However, a general unsuitability
of the Sierra Nevada for waste emplacement is indicated by (1) a high
degree of seismic risk (most of the mountain range is in seismic
risk zone 3), (2) potential hazards from renewed glaciation, (3) the
fact that the mountain mass sérVes the the ultimate recharge scurce
for very important aquifers in the Great Valley of California and
Owens Valley, (4) several large rivers that head in these mountains,
and (5) the steep drainage gradients probably make the Sierra Nevada

generally unsuitable for waste-disposal sites.
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Idaho batholith and related plutons

The Idsho batholith and related plutons are in the Northern
Rocky Mountains, mainly in central and northern Idaho but extending
into western Montana. The batholithic terrain is a broad area of
crystalline rocksand 1s characterized by deeply dissected mountain
uplands and intervening intermountain basins. The rocks are almost
uniformly resistant to erosion and give rise to a topography of
almost no linearity.

Crest levels of the central mountains vary from 7,000 to 12,000 feet
(2,130 to 3,660 m); valleys are mostly narrow and are at elevations
of 3,000-5,000 feet (910-1,520 m).

The batholith consists of virtually structureless granodiorite
and quartz monzonite. These rocks underlie two main regions, one in
the southwestern part of the area and the other in the northeastern;
elsewhere, much schist and gneiss are interspersed with the intrusive
rocks {(Hamilton and Myers, 1967, p- ¢, The plutonic intrusives
are dated as Cretaceous, but additional igneous activity has occurred
during Tertiary time. Some volcanic rocks forming a crust over the
batholith are of Eocene age.

The widespread occurrence of thermal springs (fig. 8) (Waring,
1965, p. 14) indicates circulation of water at moderate or great depths.
The igneous and metamorphic rocks also yield water from the shallow
subsurface, where joints and other fractures are open and the rocks
are weathered, and mines in or adjacent to the batholith at Butte,

Mont.,and in the Coeur d'Alene district of Idaho produce abundant
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water and require pumping even in levels as deep as 7,000 feet (2,130 m)
(J. W. Hasler, G. B. Gott, and E. T. Ruppel, oral commun., 1973).

Runeff from the mountain ranges contribute to the recharge of several
highly productive aquifers on the south, east, and west sides of the
batholith, Of particular note are the basaltic aquifers of the Snake
River Plain to the south.

The igneous and metamorphic rocks of the batholith probably locally
constitute suitable media for the deeper methods of waste disposal;
however, the indication of moderate or deep circulation of water given
by thermal springs and deep mines, the large runoff of surface water,
relatively high seismic risk, possibility of renewed glaciation in
the higher parts, and rugged terrain make the Idaho batholith and
related plutons generally unsuitable for all methods of waste disposal.

The suitability of rocks to the various disposal methods in the
shield area, eastern metamorphic belt, and small areas of the continental
interior are given in table 3.

Discussion of factors that influence suitability

The conclusion that the metamorphic and intrusive igneous rocks
are suitable or possibly suitable for waste disposal in the shield
area, eastern metamorphic belt, and small areas in the continental
interior is based entirely on the inference that these rocks will
have low to very low permeabilities (if faults are avoided) a few
thousand or a few hundred feet (a few thousand or a few hundred metres)

below the surface. The inference stems from field observations,
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shallow-well data, and the knowledge that some mines in metamorphic

and ignsous rocks are dry at shallow depths. Data are scanty, however,
and until the areas are drilied and hydraulically tested the suitability
ratings must be regarded as highly tentative. It also must be pointed
out that it might be extremely difficult to locate areas entirely free
of faults.

The rating of "possibly suitable" rather than "suitable" for
quartzite, marble, slates, and schists is based on the greater potential
for permeability in these rocks than in the more massive gneisses;
granites and amphibolites.

Areas of gently folded volcanic terrane

Columbia Plateau

The Columbia Plateau (exclusive of the Snake River Plain) is
an area of generally gently dipping (but locally tightly folded, at
least on the surface) lava flows embracing about 100,000 miz (259,000 kmz)
in Washington, Oregen, and Idaho (Fenneman, 1931). The area is bounded
on the west by the Cascade Mountains, on the north and east by the Rocky
Mountains on the south by the Great Basin. Topographic relief is generally
low; however, elevations range from a few hundred feet (few hundred meters)
along the Columbia River tc over 7,000 feet (2,130 m) in the Blue Mcuntains
in eastern Oregon.,

The rocks are principally basalt lava flows that individually are
10 feet (3.05 m) to as much as 200 feet (61 m) thick. The cumulative
thickness of the flows, one of the greatest lava piles in the world,
ranges from a few hundred feet {(several tens of metres) around the
margins of the plateau to considerably more than 10,000 feet (3,050 m)
in the Pasco Basin, a topographic and structural depression that lies
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near the center of the plateau. The lavas are overlain locally by
thin giacial outwash gravels, lake sediments as much as 1,000 feet
(3053 m) thick, and windblown loess that provides an unusually porous
soil. The soil absorbs moisture so rapidly that there is no direct
runoff from most of the area, and, consequently there are few
2liuvial fans or other features that characterize semiarid and arid
terranes. Around the margins of the piateau the rocks beneath the
basalt sequence consist of deformed Mesozoic and Paleczoic strata.
In the intericr, these may be absent and the basalt may overlie
oceanic crust (Hamilton and Myers, 1966).

The structure of the Columbia Plateau is, to date, poorly
understood. Despite the overall aspect of gentle folds and broad
areas of Early horizontal strata, tight folds are locally conspicuous.
These are most abundant west of the Pasco Basin and trend west,
northwest, and west-northwest. Many folds are asymmetric, some are
ovarturned, some are thrust faulted. The cause of this type of
tectonism is not clear, but the folds possibly have developed
subaerially in response to convergent plate movements. Continued
microseismic activity (R. M. Hamilton, written commun., 1972) in the
Hanford area of the Pasco Basin, together with the historic occurrence
of major earthquakes on the plateau, indicates that the area is still

tectonically active.
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The suitability of rocks to the various disposal methods on
the Columbia Plateau is given in table 4.

Discussion of factors that influence suitability.--The principal

factors that dictate the overall unsuitability of the basalts on

the Columbia Plateau for any of the methods of waste disposal are

the generally high porosity and permeability of the contact (interflow)
zones between individual lava flows. These interflow zomes contain
weathered rock, rock breccia, and, commonly, porous bedded tuff and
sandstone. Any column of strata over a few hundred feet thick can

be expected to include several of the highly permeable zones. For
this reason it seems unlikely that sufficiently thick zones of very
low permeability rock exist in the basalt terrane to accommodate either
a shallow depth mined chamber or a shallow nuclear cavity (10,000 ft
or 3,050 m, or less). Deep exploration may define zones of very low
permeability beneath the basalt or within the basalt at great depths
that are sufficiently thick to ac~ommodate matrix holes, a deep nuclear
cavity, or a very deep dxiil hole, but hydrologic isclation from the
basalt aquifers must be demonstrated. In spite of the semiarid
climate that prevails over most of the region, the reserves of

fresh warer in the basalt and in the overlying scdiments are enormous
{McGuinness, 1963). Highly permeable, fresh-water aquifers have been
drilled and tested, but most hydrologic data are from shallow holes
because water is at shallow depth, less than 100 feet (30.5 m) at

some places, Some tests were made in a deep stratigraphic test hole
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in the Rattlesnake Hills near the Pasco Basin. Raymond and Tillson
(1968) reported that results of these tests show a decreasing head
with depth. Ground water thus has the potential to move downward
in the vicinity of this hole. They further reported that results
of geophysical logging and of chemical analysis of formation-fluid
samples show increased dissolved solids content with depth, but,
significantly, no evidence of saline or highly brackish water as deep
as 5,997 feet (1,830 m) in the test hole. This means that fresh
water could occur quite deep in parts of the Columbia Plateau and
that even shallow disposal or storage of waste could contaminate a
valuable source of water at great depth if the potential for ground
water to move downward is substantiated.

Snake River Plain
The Snake River Palin (a physiographic subdivision of the Columbia

Plateau) is a 50- to 100-mile-wide (80- to 160-km-wide) east-trending
arcuate swath that extends across the Rocky Mountains through the
State of Idaho from Yellowstone National Park at the eastern or
northeastern end to the Columbia Plateau at the western or north-
western end--a distance of over 300 miles (480 km). The surface of
the plain slopes toward the Snake River from a maximum height of
nearly 6,000 feet (1,830 m) at the northeast to less than 4,000 feet
(1,220 m) at the western end. The plain is formed of basalt and rhyolite
lavas and interbeds of tuff and sandstone. The variety of rocks is
in marked contrast to the Columbia Plateau proper where basalt is

almost the sole rock type.
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The structure of the plain is poorly known. The abrupt termination
of north-~trending faults and other structures by the east-trending
plain suggests that the plain is a major graben (Schoen, 1972). Alternative
hypotheses include a giant downwarp or monocline (Kirkham, 1931) and a
progressively spreading tensional rift (Hamilton, 1963; Hamilton and
Myers, 1966). Volcanic eruptions occurred in the area as late as
about A.D. 400 according to Bullard and Rylander (1970). The pessibility
exists, therefore, that volcanism is still in progress and eruptions
could occur again within the next 1 m.y.

Data are insufficient to determine the thickness of the volcanic
rocks or the types of rocks that underlie the volcanics in the Snake
River Plain. Hamilton and Myers (1966) infer that only oceanic crust
is present beneath the western plain. Schoen (1972), on the basis of
ground-water chemistry, concludes that granitic rocks similar to those
in the Idaho batholith underlie the wvolcanic rocks and that carbonate
rocks may underlie the volcanic rocks at some places.

According to Morris (1967), long-term rates of ground-water
movement in the basalt sequence are very high, averaging from 1.8 to
2.4 m per day, with short-term rates as great as 16.5 m per day.

The high rate of ground-water movement within the sequence of volcanic
rocks and the implication of significant permeability at depth, based

on the presence of hot springs, require that most concepts to place
wastes in this geohydroclogic environment must be considered unfavorable.
Though little is known of the underlying rocks, wastes placed in them
cound still be in proximity to the overlying large supply of fresh
water. Acceptability of deep-disposal methods (deep drill hole or

deep nuclear cavity) must necessarily depend upon results of exploration

of the underlying strata. 74



Available geologic and hydrologic data suggest there is little
difference, from the standpoint of waste disposal, between the Snake
River Plain and the Columbia Plateau, except that there is much
greater possibility of renewed volcanic activity in the Snake River
Plain. Such activity could be extremely hazardous to any waste-disposal
site. All concepts are generally unsuitable for the same considerations
as given for the Columbia Plateau.

Colorado Plateau and central interior areas exclusive
of sedimentary basins

Colorado Plateau province

The Colorado Plateau province is an area of approximately 130,000 miz
(337,000 kmz) embracing large parts of Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona,
and Utah. The province is bounded on the west and south by the Basin
and Range province, on the east by the Rocky Mountains, and on the
north by the Wyoming basin. The most distinguishing feature of the
Colorado Plateau is the approximate horizontality of its rocks (Fenneman,
1931), and a second distinguishing feature is its great elevation--most
of the plateau lies between 5,000 feet (1,520 m) and 11,000 feet (3,350 m)
above sea level. The province is not a single large plateau but consists
of many small plateaus and mesas separated by large canyons; individual
mesas are further segmented by smaller canyons. The Colorado Plateau
is a very good example of how a relatively low flat area was uplifted
and subjected toc extremely rapid erosion. Initially, low erosion
rates were changed to much higher erosion rates (Geraand Jacobs, 1972,
p. 69) when the region was uplifted. An important feature of the
plateau is the retreating escarpment. Mesas lose area at a rapid
rate (in terms of geclogic time) while suffering little or no loss of

height (Fenneman, 1931).
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The stratigraphy ie varied but most mesas and plains are capped
by resistant sandstones of Mesozoic age. Locally, especially arocund
the borders of the province, volcanic rocks of Tertiary age--tuffs
and lavas-—form the mesa caprocks. These areas include the high
plateaus of Utah and the San Francisco volcanic fields of Arizona.
Both areas border on the Basin and Range province. Igneous intrusive
masses that consist of nearly horizontal sills, mushroom-shaped
laccoliths, and large stocks break the "topographic plain" in
several areas in the central part of the plateau. These intrusive
masses formrugged mountainous terrain.

Except for the basins (principally the Paradox, Uinta, and
San Juan) within the Colorado Plateau, the sedimentary rocks above
the crystalline basement are rhin and consist dominantly of
carbonates in the lower part and sandstones and sandy shales in the
upper part. Because of the general abundance of highly permeable
rocks in this stratigraphic section, the sedimentary rocks on the
plateau exclusive of basins are generally unfavorable for all concepts
of waste disposal, although depths to water generally are vather large--
ranging from a few hundred tc more than 1,000 feet (several tens to more
than 305 m)., Areas having the greatest potential for waste disposal
exclusive of the basins appear to be those where the crystalline
basement rocks crop out or are present at shallow depth. These areas
are zones of major upwarping or uplift. They and the principal

basins on the Colorado Plateau are shown on figure 12,
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According to Hunt (1956) the crystalline basement (Precambrian)
rocks consist of one or more very thick sequences of metamorphosed
sedimentary and volcanic rocks and a series of large and extensive
intrusive masses. Principal references to these crystalline rocks
are: Defiance upwarp (Gregory, 1917, p. 17), Zuni Mountains (Lindgren
and others, 1910), and Uncompahgre Plateau (Dane, 1935; Case and
Peterman, 1968). The factors that influence suitability of these
areas of crystalline rocks on the Colorado Plateau are nearly the same
as those summarized in "Areas of intrusive igneous and metamorphic rocks

exclusive of the Basin and Range province" (p. 55).

Central interior areas exclusive of sedimentary basins

The central interior areas referred to herein include the following
physiographic subdivisions of Fenneman (1931): the Great Plains,

Central Interior Lowlands, and Interior Low Plateau. The central interior
areas are bounded on the west by the Rocky Mountains, on the east by the
Appalachian Plateau and Appalachian Mountains, on the south by the
Atlantic Coastal Plain, and on the north by the Great Lakes shield

area and Canada.

This vast area is a region of gentle topography and embraces the
principal agricultural belt of the United States. The topography, central
location, and generally low seismic risk are very attractive features
for waste disposal. The sedimentary sequence is thin, rarely exceeding
5,000 feet (1,520 m) in thickness (fig. 9); the sequence includes
much porous sandstone and limestone. In fact, the greatest sandstone
and limestone aquifers and the most extensive limestone cave areas

of the United States occur in this part of the central interior.
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At some places, water in the limestone recharges the sandstone aquifers
(Swenson, 1968, p. 163). Shale of late Paleozoic age, which is interbedded
with coal and éandstone, is an important rock unit in the eastern part
of the area but, except possibly for the sedimentary basins, probably is
not of sufficient thickness to ever constitute an acceptable zone for
waste disposal. In the northern Great Plains and northern part of the
Central Interior Lowlands of Fenneman (1931) the Pierre Shale (Merewether
and others, 1973; Tourtelot, 1962; Tourtelot and others, 1960) is an important
stratum. It crops out in broad areas in the Great Plains and directly
underlies thin glacial drift in many parts of North and South Dakota.
This unit, however, directly overlies permeable limestones and sandstones
and is in close proximity to the Dakota Sandstone, one of the principal
regional artesian aquifers. It is extremely doubtful, therefore, if the
Pierre Shale can be used for waste disposal in this region which uses
great quantities of ground water from this extremely important artesian
reservoir. The Pierre and other shales may be suitable for shallow depth
mined chambers in areas far removed from lakes and streams and where
exploration defines a thick section without permeable interbeds. Depth
to ground water, however, may be a limiting factor.

The crystalline rocks beneath the relatively thin sedimentary
cover appear to be the best media for waste disposal in the central
area exclusive of sedimentary basins. In most of this region,
crystalline rocks are no more than 5,000 feet (1,520 m) below the
surface (fig. 9). Public concern over seismic activity resulting
from deep-well injection of toxic liquids into the Precambrian

basement beneath a thick sedimentary cover at the Rocky Mountain
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Arsenal near Denver, Colo., and apprehension over the disposal of
high~level liquid or soluble wastes in the Precambrian basement at
the Savannah River Plant near Augusta, Ga., should not rule out the
potential suitability of crystalline rocks beneath thin sedimentary
covers. The disposal of wastes intc the Rocky Mountain Arsenal well
does show, however, that faults and other unfavorable features may
be present at depth in basement rocks and may not be reflected in

the overlying sedimentary rocks. The injection of wastes at Denver
apparently activated an old fault by overcoming frictional resistance
to fracture., The increased pore pressure induced by fluid injection
under high pressure decreased the effective normal stress along

the fault plane (Healy and others, 1968) and movement cccurred,
Permeable fractures encountered during drilling at the Savannah plant
&re most probably related to preercsional tectonics and subsequent
weathering during the development of the ercsion surfaces. Deeper
drilling could show a transition from open to closed fractures with
increased depth,

The ability of a metamorphic rock to prevent the escape of liquids
within a few thousand feet (several hundred metres) of the surface
and the ability of another rock to readily transmit liquids are
1llustrated by the probable movement of water below the surface
at Warm Springs, Ga. (fig. 13}, Water percolating downward through
permesble basal beds of a quartzite underlain by a gneiss that has
very Low permeability encounters a marked fault that offsets the
quartzite. The fault acts as a barrier tc the movement of the
water, causing it to return to the surface through permeable beds
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in the uppermost part of the quartzite. These beds are overlain by

a schist having relatively low permeability, which prevents the escape
of the water before it reaches the surface at Warm Springs. The fact
that the fault acts as a barrier rather than as a conduit indicates
that old faults encountered at depth in some areas may be completely
healed and are not necessarily detrimental. The suitability of

rocks for disposal in the Colorado Plateau and central interior
exclusive of sedimentary basins is shown in table 5.

Basin and Range province

A large area in western United States that is characterized by
roughly parallel mountain ranges separated by desert basins is termed
the Basin and Range province. This province is bounded on the west
by the Sierra Nevada, on the east by the Colorado Plateau, and on
the north by the Snake River Plain and Columbia Plateau. The province
extends southward into Mexico. The northern half, called the Great
Basin (fig. 14) is characterized by internal drainage; however,
throughout the area most of the runoff from rainfall ends in enclosed
basins. The ground-water table is several hundred feet (a few hundred
metres) deep in many of the basins and more than 2,000 feet (610 m)
deep under some of the ranges and mesas.

The stratigraphy in the province is extremely varied. Some
ranges consist dominantly or wholly of pre-Tertiary sedimentary rocks,
which are principally carbonates in the eastern part and shales and
sandstones in the western part. In other ranges, especially in the
central part of the province, volcanic rocks form the principal
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ocutcrops. These are mostly welded ash-flow tuffs but they include

a large variety of lavas. Intrusive masses that range in areal extent
from a few hundred square feet to several square miles occur in
local areas throughout the province but are largest and most numerous
in the western part., These masses are composed mostly of granite

or closely related rock types such as granodiorite. The valley or
basin areas contain the same rocks as found in flanking ranges

Plus valley-filling alluvium. The alluvial material ranges in
thickness from a few feet (few metres) toc as much as several thousand
feet (a few thousand metres) in the deepest parts of some basins.

It is composed of sand, gravel, clay, and (or) shale. In local areas,
thick deposits of salt and other evaporite deposits are potential
media.

Geologic structures in this province are extremely complex and
include faults and folds of various ages. Of principal concern to
this study are the abundant steeply dipping faults that control the
present—-day pattern of basins and ranges. Most basins have faults
on both flanks and are, therefore, true grabens (Stewart, 1970).

In addition to the flanking faults, faults occur within the basin
areas. Most of these are buried and can be located only by drilling
and geophysical techniques. There is evidence from aerial photographic
studies and general geologic mapping that faulting has occurred in
many parts of the Basin and Range province within the last 1 m.y.,

but currently the most active areas are along the western and eastern
flanks.

85



Despite the compiexities of geologic structures, the occurrence
of seismically active zones on both flanks of the province, and the
occurrence of geothermal areas the combination of thick sections of
unsaturated rock, extreme aridity, abundance of strata having low
to very low permeability and internal drainage in much of the ares
make the Basin and Range province (particularly the Great Basin)
arn atrractive area for some waste-disposal methods, such as disposal
in chambers above the water table.

Suitability of certain rocks for various disposal methods in
the Basin and Range province is shown in table 6.

Discussion of factors that influence suitability

Extensive deep drilling in the Basin and Range province in recent
years by the Acvomic Energy Commission provides a wealth of geoclogic
and hydrologic information that is unmatched in any part of the
United States, exclusive of major oil fields. Because of the need
to locate zones in the subsurface that are geologically and hydrologically
safe for underground nuclear tests, extensive hydrclogic tests were
run in most drill holes to determine the nature and extent of permeable
zones. Drilling and hydrologic testing have been confined to Nevada
Test Site and central Nevada but these tests have been completed in
such a variety of strata in so many different environments that the
results can be extrapoclated to aid trememdously in the evaluation

of the Basin and Range province as a waste disposal site.

86



°saanleaadwal sarirqryoad Surasjunoosu2 jo Teriuazod Jo Isned3q 9[qISe2I 29 3Jou
Aew 970y TITap deap ur TeSodSTp 931S82M—-=MOTJ 3894 Y31y JO UOT881 ST BOIY °BIBIIS 9IBIINS~IBOU IO IDBIANS
Jo ssa[pae8ax (w QyT6) 3993 000°0€ Inoqe moraq syidsp e jusaTeainba 10 °37URI8 LTqBqoad /T

sd sd Sd Sd mmmmm————- OPrm = oo 311eS
(91923 a23em (@Tqe3 I93EBM
9yl aao0qy) 3yl 2a0qV)
S sd S SN op -23TT117131e
/Teus
SN SN SN SN op --238U0QIB)D
Sd sd Sd Sd op WNTANTTY
:s)d01
LigjuauwIpas
S S S sd syadep osay3l 3B — Y
SN SN SN SN quesaad joN ———————BAET
$SY001 DTUBDTOA
*@a3Fuead
(£11EdToUTad)
syo0x
snoaudT
S S S S Sd SATSNIIUT
(u 050°€~S0¢€ (w 00T°9 (w 050°‘¢ (m 0019 \MAE 0%z ‘ST
10 =019 10 -G0€ 20 -G0g¢ 10 -0%1‘6 10
37 000°0T~-000°T) 33 000°02 33 000°0T 33 000°0C 33 000°0S
8an3onils Speu ~-000°2) -000°T) -000°T) -000°0€) ad43
}o0y
-uew 93eavdos £3TA®D Jaquryd satoy aToy TTTap
YITM SOTITABD pepoTdxy PauIK XTIIeR doap £aap

/°2Tqe3Ins Jou ‘SN °WAISAS OTS0TOIPAY 3Y] wWOIJ PajeTOST UTPWAI TTTA AT(QBIOTpaid
puU® po31BP[OST °9q UEBD S9315 3BU] oSlWeid o943l UO poseq sauriey °o[qe3ins A1qissod °Sq ¢o1qe3Ens ‘s/

20UTAO1d 2guey pueB UISEg-~-SpPOylaW [BSOdSIP O3 53001 JO AITTIqPIIng-—-°Q oTqelL

87



The drilling and hydrologic testing reveal that areas suitable
for either the deep drill-hole or matrix-hole methods are unlikely
tc be found in the Basin and Range province except pessibly in
intrusive ignecus or metamorphic masses. High underground temperatures
in these rocks, however, probably preclude disposal at great depths.
No zonme cof very low permeability greater than a few hundred feet
thick has ever been found in tuffs, lavas, or Paleozoic sedimentary
rocks in either southern Nevada (Nevada Test Site) or central Nevada.
However, most of the testing has been limited to depths of less
than 10,000 feet (3,050 m). The possibility exists that at deeper
levels thicker sequences of tuff having low permeability can be found
that will be suitable for a2 nuclear cavity. Knowledge of physical properties
of in situ granitic rocks is fairly limited but testing in the Climax
stock at Nevada Test Site {(Walker, 1962; Price, 1960; Boardman, 1966)
suggests that the matrix hole, mined chamber, and explosive cavity comncepts
possibly are practical there and, by extrapolation, also in similar
intrusive masses throughout the Basin and Range province. |

The conclusion that tuffs are favorable for shallow-depth mined
disposal chambers and for nuclear cavity (chimney) disposal sites
at various depths is based on preshot and postshot studies and on data
extrapolated from Nevada Test Site (E. C. Jenkins and William Thordarson,
written commun., 1972) and from central Nevada. The data indicate that
tuffs, especially those that have been extensively zeolitized and (or)
altered to clay, have very low permeabilities in zones as much as several
hundred feet (a few hundred metres) thick. These zones occur both above
and below the water table. Some potentially favorable zones are inferred to
be present at Nevada Test Site (E. C. Jenkins and William Thordarson,
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written commun., 1972). They occur alsoc in central Nevada (G. A, Dinwiddie,
written commun.,, 1969). The most sericus problem for waste disposal in
tuffs is the presence of faults. Any potential sites would have toc be
carefully scrutinized for faults by surface mapping and (or) geophysical
surveys and, wherever possible, by underground tunneling and horizontal
drilling.

Lavas, carbonates, and alluvial deposits are generally not suitable
for waste disposal because of their high porosities and permeabilities.
Locally, however, alluvial deposits that have been derived from tuff
have properties similar to tuff, and exploration may demonstrate that
these are suitable for shallow-depth disposal.

A thick section of argillite was recently drilled at Nevada Test
Site to a depth of 5,300 feet (1,620 m) (P, P. Orkild, oral commun.,
1973). Hydraulic testing was limited to the upper 2,000 feet (610 m)
of the hole and showed that permeable zones were limited to thin
interbeds of quartzite and dolomite. The hole was drilled with mud
below about 2,000 feet (610 m) because of caving problems and 'made
little or no water." The data suggest that argillite or shale is
"possibly suitable'" for exploded cavity waste disposal in the Basin
and Range province. The low permeabilities of the argillite suggest
that shale and (or) argillite are suitable alsc for shallow depth
mined chambers or cavities with manmade structures in areas where
the water table is deep, if caving problems can be solved.

Thick deposits of salt and (or) anhydrite occur in some basins
in the province, especially in Arizona (fig. 4). These deposits
are possibly suitable for waste disposal in shallow-depth mined
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chambers, matrix holes, and exploded cavities. The principal problem
with these deposits seems to be whether they are tectonically stable.
According to Eaton, Peterson, and Schumann (1972) the Luke salt body
near Phoenix, Ariz., has fractures that apparently are fairly young.
The fractures indicate that adjustments are still occurring, probably
in direct response to large ground-water withdrawals (Eaton and others,
1972).
Winograd concept

The possibility that solid wastes can be safely stored in parts
cf the arid and semiarid southwest at depths of 100-2,000 feet
{30.5-610 m) in a variety of rock types has been proposed by
I. J. Winograd (written commun., 1972)., Winograd suggested that
thick unsaturated zones are ideally suited for solid-waste dispossl
because, at many places, evaporation exceeds precipitation by 4 to as
much as 20 times, and that recharge on interfluves (areas between
streams) within the arid zone is very small, if it occurs at all.
Winograd believes that the formation of widespread caliche zones in
arid areas throughout the world suggests that precipitation penetrates
only a few feet into the ground prior to evaporation and depositicn
of Ca603 (caliche), and, therefore, the possibility of solidified
wastes entering into solution and then being transported by ground-
water flow i1s slight. He cited other ewvidences that indicate that
moisture never penetrated below certain very shallow depths even
during past periods of much heavier rainfall. If Winograd's
analyses are correct, and they seem to be well documented, many
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areas in the arid southwest that are well above the water table
may prove to be favorable sites for this concept of waste disposal.
We feel, however, that rock media for above-the-water-table disposal
must have very low permeabilities to assure that the wastes will
continue to be safely contained in the event of increased precipitation
and water-table rise.
Disposal in recharge areas

Maxey and Farvolden (1965) discuss the advantagés of waste disposal
in areas of recharge of drainage basins in arid lands. The principal
advantage of such placement of wastes is to gain a factor of safety
by making transit time to a potential aquifer as long as possible.
Therefore, areas of thick unsaturated rock in areas of ground-water
recharge would appear to offer a disposal environment that satisfies
most requirements for the shallow-depth concepts of disposal of solid
wastes. This setting is available at a few places, for instance beneath

some flats and mesas at the Nevada Test Site.
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» a,ﬁ
ce RECOMMENDATIONS

Rocks and ;hé§geohydrologic environments that appear to satisfy
the requirements of the various concepts are summarized in table 7.

If laboratory tests and field experiments demonstrate the
‘feasibility of the disposal methods considered herein, the environments
classified'as potentially suitable for waste disposal should be further
evaluated at State- and county-wide levels. If these studies define
potentially suitable target areas, the follow-up studies should include:
{1) detailed geologic mapping and seismic monitoring to delineate active
fault zones and areas of crustal unrest, (2) comprehensive geophysical
surveys (where applicable) and underground tunneling and drilling (where
possible) to locate buried faults and to better define subsurface
cenditions, (3) exploratory drilling and comprehensive hydraulic testing
to define the zonmes having the lowest permeabilities, and (4) determina-
tions of physical and chemical properties of the potential host rock in
order to predict what the interactions of waste and rock will be.

In areas where salt is the potential host, it will be necessary to
evaluate whether or not the salt is tectonically stable. If explosive
cavities are considered in salt, an evaluation of the potential for
triggering salt diapirism will be necessary. According to R. E. Anderson
{written commun., 1973) data on the existence of present-day diapirism
(Gera, 1972) are restricted to a few domes located near the gulf coast.
Farther inland, data suggest that the domes in northern Louisiana and
Mississippi, for example, have not been active diapirically since late

Tertiary time. Anderson alsc suggests that studies be initiated at
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selected domes for the purpose of establishing movement rates for
geologically significant time periods. These studies should include (1)
detailed stratigraphic and structural studies of Pleistocene and Holocene
deposits (especially terrace and flocod-plain depositéL (2) microseismic
investigations, (3) highly accurate repetitive areal geodetic

measurements, and (4) measurements of vertical strain in drill holes.
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